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SENTENCE ADMINISTRATION AMENDMENT BILL 2017 

31. Mr S.A. MILLMAN to the Attorney General: 
I refer to the no body, no parole legislation that this government read into Parliament today in response to continued 
pleas by the families of victims of crime who have gone missing and are presumed dead. 
Why is this legislation needed; and does the Attorney General agree with the former Attorney General, 
Hon Michael Mischin, that this is “a beat up based on a lady’s grief”? 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY replied: 
I thank the member for Mount Lawley for his question. This is very important legislation. If I could just remind 
the house, when we read of gruesome murders, so often the murderers and those responsible go to some length to 
hide the evidence of their crime. The principal evidence of their crime is often found amongst the remains of the 
victim.  
So many of these victims have been not only taken from their families, but their remains hidden forever and their 
families never able to resolve the grief of losing their loved one. I must be circumspect in my answer because there 
are currently trials going on in Perth and people awaiting trial in Perth that I do not wish to prejudice, but I should 
in my answer refer to a potent example of why this legislation is needed. That relates to the murder of the late 
Craig Puddy, for which Cameron Mansell was convicted. Members might remember that the late Craig Puddy was 
murdered in his home at Applecross. Mansell, after a nine-week trial, where he remained silent throughout and 
never uttered a word, as was his constitutional right, was convicted on overwhelming evidence, and he never 
revealed the whereabouts of the remains of his victim. For Nadine Puddy, his sister, and Laurie Puddy, his father, 
it is bad enough losing their loved ones, they have never been able to resolve their grief. It is very important for 
the victims’ families, and it is very important for the community of Western Australia, that these matters are 
resolved. 

I have discussed this particular case with the inspector in charge of the major crime unit, and I discussed this with 
him last year when, as the shadow Attorney General, I brought a private member’s bill before this house. The 
inspector encouraged this legislation as it would give them a powerful investigative tool to say to a suspect, 
“Unless you reveal the whereabouts of the deceased’s remains, you will die in prison.” 

A petition was presented to this Parliament. This petition was organised by the mother of the late Hayley Dodd, 
who as we all recall died in 1999 at the age of 18. Mrs Dodd organised this petition and it was presented to this 
Parliament with 40 000 signatories. The response to this was one of the most disgraceful responses by a first law 
officer of Western Australia, when Hon Michael Mischin responded to the grieving mother’s petition by saying 
this is a “beat up based on a lady’s grief”. How disgraceful! 

The Liberal Party then voted the private member’s bill down. Well, there has been an election. We took this policy 
to the people, we received an overwhelming mandate, and we expect all the members on the opposition benches 
to support this legislation. 
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